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WA SENIORS AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Seniors and Volunteering 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Seniors and Volunteering) [9.14 am]: All 
Western Australians should be proud of the contribution our seniors have made and continue to make to 
communities throughout our great state. Their ongoing contributions as workers, volunteers, carers and mentors 
have a tremendously positive influence on Western Australian communities. In recognition of this, the state 
supports the WA Seniors Awards, which this year is celebrating 30 years. The theme of this year’s awards is 
Love Later Life. Not only do the WA Seniors Awards acknowledge the important contribution of seniors to the 
community, but they also recognise those people who work to improve the lives of older Western Australians. 
Although the awards showcase the great work of those people in our community, I like to think they encourage 
others to get involved in supporting our seniors or put themselves forward for a much deserved 
acknowledgement. 

I am pleased to advise the house of this year’s finalists in the WA Seniors Awards. The first category is the 
Community Senior Volunteering Award for outstanding unpaid work by a senior. The finalists this year are 
Olly Pickett from Wheelchairs for Kids and Don Watson for his volunteer work at the City of Cockburn. In the 
Intergenerational Award for an individual aged over 60 who works either in a voluntary or paid capacity with 
seniors, the finalists are Peter Hilgendorf of the Scarborough Surf Life Saving Club and Olly Pickett from 
Wheelchairs for Kids. The Age Friendly Community Award recognises community organisations or local 
councils that deliver services to improve opportunities for seniors. The finalists for this award are the City of 
Fremantle and the Independent Living Centre WA. In the category of the Seniors Advocate Award for 
outstanding commitment within a professional capacity to improving the quality of life of seniors or retirees and 
advocating on their behalf, the finalists are Susan Baile from Wanslea and Christopher Etherton-Beer from the 
University of Western Australia. Finally, the Deborah Kirwan Media Award recognises a WA journalist or press 
photographer in broadcasting, photography or print for their positive portrayal of seniors and ageing. The 
finalists are Steve Butler from The West Australian, Liam Croy from The West Australian and Frank Smith from 
Have a Go News. These finalists are great role models and their nominations are a credit to the work they do. 

I would like to thank and acknowledge the sponsors and supporters of the WA Seniors Awards for supporting 
this important occasion. Our seniors make a valuable contribution to the state and their efforts deserve to be 
recognised. We also appreciate those who recognise the great work that they do. The WA Seniors Awards 
winners will be announced at a ceremony held on the United Nations International Day of Older Persons on 
1 October, and the Juniper 2015 WA Seniors Champion will also be chosen. I encourage the house to join with 
me in congratulating this year’s finalists for the WA Seniors Awards for their fantastic efforts and thank them for 
the work they do. 
 

 [1] 


	WA SENIORS AWARDS
	Statement by Minister for Seniors and Volunteering


